In the treatment of hip disease, rest is undoubtedly one of the most important indications; and we endeavour to obtain it for the patient by laying sandbags along the sides of the affected limb, or by splints, generally the common long thigh-splint of Desault, fastened This instrument consists of two flat rods of steel (see Fig. 1 Hamburger Zeitschr., vol. vi., p. 1).
After the patient has worn Sayre's instrument, he may rise with and walk about. While in bed, it occupies but little space; and the ball and socket joint, in which the pulley is fixed, allows of a degree of movement of the trunk without displacement of the apparatus ; neither is it in the way of other remedies or dressings applied to the neighbourhood of the joint. I believe a modification of this instrument might be made for almost any joint in the body by any intelligent workman.
